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SUB J : SUMMARY AND MAJOR CONCLUSIONS,IWHO/UNDP/TDR TECHNICAL 
REVIEW GROUP MEETING, 23-28 SEPTEMBER 1976 

1 . THE FINAL REPORT OF THE TECHNICAL REVIEW GROUP GENEVA MEETING 
OF SEPTEMBER 23-28 ON THE WHO SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR RESEARCH AND 
TRAINING TO TROPICAL DISEASES HAS JUST APPEARED. COPIES HAVE 
BEEN MAILED TODAY TO DR. LEE HOWARD, AID, MR. ROBERT ANDREW, 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, AND DR. PAUL EHRLICH, DHEW. A SUMMARY AND 
MAJOR CONCLUSIONS OF THE REPORT APPEAR BELOW. 

2. THE TECHNICAL REVIEW GROUP MET TO CONSIDER THE EXTENSIVE DOCU- 
MENTATION ON THE SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR RESEARCH AND TRAINING IN TRO- 
PICAL DISEASES, AND TO PROVIDE A CRITICAL INDEPENDENT ANALYSIS OF 
THE PROGRAM BOTH WITH REGARD TO ITS BROAD OBJECTIVES AND THE SPE- 
CIFIC PROPOSALS. ITS MAJOR CONCLUSIONS WERE AS FOLLOWS: 

A) THE GROUP STRONGLY ENDORSED THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SPECIAL 
PROGRAM AND RECOMMENDED THAT THE PROPOSALS MADE FOR IT BE IMPLE- 
MENTED WITH THE MODIFICATIONS THAT ARE DESCRIBED IN THIS REPORT. 

B) THE PROPOSED BALANCE BETWEEN RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT OF NEW 
TOOLS ON THE ONE HAND, AND INSTITUTION STRENGTHENING AND TRAINING 
ON THE OTHER, WAS REALISTIC AND TOOK ACCOUNT OF FUTURE DEVELOP- 
MENTS; BOTH OF THESE FACETS ARE ESSENTIAL TO THE SPECIAL PROGRAM 
AND BOTH SHOULD BE SUPPORTED. 
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C) THE SPECIAL PROGRAM MUST BE CAPABLE OF RESPONDING TO REAL AND 
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CHANGING NEEDS IN DISEASE CONTROL. STRONG SCIENTIFIC MANAGEMENT 
BASED ON CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT OF PRIORITIES AND ACTIVITIES MUST 
BE BUILT INTO THE SPECIAL PROGRAM AND THE GROUP PUT FORWARD SPE- 
CIFIC PROPOSALS FOR ITS OPERATION. 

D) THE CONTROL OF TROPICAL DISEASES IS ULTIMATELY RELATED TO THE 
ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES OF TROPICAL COUNTRIES AND ESPECIALLY THOSE 
OF THE RURAL POOR. ECONOMIC RESEARCH SHOULD BE DEVELOPED AS AN 
ACTIVITY INTEGRAL TO THE SPECIAL PROGRAM AND SHOULD PROVIDE GUIDE- 
LINES FOR THE PRIORITIES IN PROGRAM ACTIVITIES. 

E) THE GROUP MADE A NUMBER OF DETAILED RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE RE- 
PORT. THESE INCLUDED REDUCTION OF THE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR SCHIS- 
TOSOMIASIS, INCREASE OF THE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FILARIASIS, 

CHANGES IN THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR TRYPANO- 
SOMIASIS AND A RECOMMENDATION THAT INCREASED ATTENTION BE GIVEN 
TO THE QUESTION OF VECTOR BIOLOGY AND CONTROL. 

F) AT THE PRESENT TIME, SOPHISTICATED LABORATORY RESEARCH EXPER- 
TISE IS TO BE FOUND CHIEFLY IN NON-TROPICAL COUNTRIES FOR RESEARCH 
OF THIS TYPE. EVERY EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO INVOLVE THESE FACI- 
LITIES AND IT WILL BE NECESSARY THAT INFORMATION ON THE SPECIAL 
PROGRAM BE WIDELY DISTRIBUTED TO REACH ALL SCIENTISTS WHO COULD 
BE INVOLVED. 

G) THE GROUP REITERATED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE OBJECTIVE OF IN- 
CREASING RESEARCH CAPABILITY IN THE TROPICAL COUNTRIES; IN THE 
LONG TERM, IT IS IN THIS WAY THAT THE SPECIAL PROGRAM WILL MAKE 
ITS GREATEST IMPACT ON DISEASE CONTROL. SPECIFICALLY, THE GROUP 
RECOMMENDED THAT THE PROPOSED RESEARCH TRAINING COMMITTEE BE 
STRENGTHENED TO BECOME A COMMITTEE FOR INSTITUTION STRENGTHENING 
AND TRAINING AND THAT THIS COMMITTEE BE CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE.CATTO 
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